
      
      

 

May 23, 2014 

Attention: Bruce McLellan, Chair 
Yukon Utilities Board 
Box 31728 
Whitehorse, YK Y1A 6L3 

Dear Mr. MacLennan, 

Reference: Yukon Electrical Company Limited – 2013-15 General Rate Application – Town of 
Watson Lake Cost Claim  

Stantec Consulting Ltd. was retained by the Town of Watson Lake to act as its representative during the 
YECL 2013-15 GRA.  With the exception of a small amount of administrative support, I was the only Stantec 
person on this project.  I am a registered Professional Engineer with 16 years of experience.  Previously I 
served as a Board member of the NWT Public Utilities Board for over 10 years, including over 7 years as the 
Chair and CEO of the Board.  In that role, I have overseen numerous GRA processes for the Northwest 
Territories Power Corporation. Northland Utilities (Yellowknife) Ltd., and Northland Utilities (NWT) Ltd.  I 
have taken many training courses on various aspects of utility regulation.  I also previously served as a 
Board member of the Arctic Energy Alliance, a non-profit organization funded primarily by the Government 
of the Northwest Territories to promote energy efficiency and conservation in the NWT.  If more detail is 
required on my past experience or qualifications, I would be please to provide it. 

The Town of Watson Lake is a major user of electricity on the Yukon electrical grid.  The purpose of the 
Town’s participation in this proceeding was to act in the interests of the Town and its residents to help 
ensure that the Yukon electricity grid is regulated in a manner that produces reliable and cost-effective 
electricity. 

The Town participated in all aspects of this proceeding, although to varying degrees.  The Town was more 
actively involved up until the submission of Information Requests (IRs).  Upon reviewing the extent of the 
participation of other interveners in the process, as indicated by the volume of IRs, the Town decided that 
from that point forward the Town’s approach would be to rely to the extent possible upon the submissions 
and activities of other interveners while at the same time staying current and informed on the process.  The 
Town did not attend the public hearings but did carefully review the hearing transcripts.  Similarly the 
Town did not submit argument but thoroughly reviewed the argument filed by other parties. The Town then 
decided to weigh in on several issues at the reply argument stage where it felt it would be important to make 
its views known. 

By taking the approach that it did to its participation, the Town acted in a prudent and reasonable manner 
to look out for its interests while at the same time not duplicating the efforts of other interveners. The Town 
submits that the costs it incurred for its participation are reasonable and that the Town should be 
reimbursed.  Attached are Form 1, Form 2 and Form 4.  There is no Form 3 as we are not claiming any 
disbursements. 
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Reference: Yukon Electrical Company Limited – 2013-15 General Rate Application – Town of Watson Lake 
Cost Claim  

If any further information is required to support the full reimbursement of this cost claim, please let me 
know. 

Regards, 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
 
 
 

 

Joe Acorn, P.Eng. 
Team Lead, Environmental Management 
Phone: 867-920-2216  
Fax: 867-920-2278  
Joe.acorn@stantec.com 

Attachment: Form 1, Form 2 and Form 4 

c. Stephen Conway 
Town of Watson Lake 
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