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May 16, 2014 
 
Yukon Utilities Board 
Box 31728 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
Y1A 6L3 
 
Attn: Mr. Bruce McLennan 
 YUB Chair 
 
Re: Leading Edge Projects’ Participant Cost Award claim for the Yukon Electrical         

Company Ltd. (YECL) 2013 – 2015 General Rate Application (GRA) before the 
Yukon Utilities Board 

 
Dear Mr. McLennan: 
 
This letter and the attached supporting information constitute the Leading Edge Projects 
Inc.’s (Leading Edge) Participant Cost Award claim.  The Yukon Utilities Board’s (the 
“Board”) consideration of this claim totaling $6,122.50, with GST, is appreciated.  As per 
previous Board ruling, GST has not been applied to the $400 attendance claim as the 
Board considers this to be an honorarium. 
 
Completed Forms 1 through 4 are attached as required by the Board’s Scale of Costs 
(Approved in Board order 2012-09).  Forms 1 through 3 detail the time and 
disbursements claimed, and Form 4 (Affidavit of Fees and Disbursements) confirms that 
they were indeed incurred. 
 
Please note that the time claim includes an hourly rate of $100 as Leading Edge was an 
unrepresented intervenor.  Leading Edge understands that the hourly rate is at the 
discretion of the Board.  The hours spent in attendance at the hearing have not been 
included; instead an honorarium of $50 per half day of attendance at the hearing is 
claimed as per the Board’s Scale of Costs. 
 
John Maissan of Leading Edge is well qualified to be an effective intervenor.  He is a 
Registered Professional Engineer in Yukon, with a Permit to Practice from the 
Association of Professional Engineers of Yukon.  John held senior engineering positions 
for about 14 years with Yukon Energy, and has in the past been a member of a Yukon 
Energy witness panel in proceedings before the Board on a few occasions.  With this 
background he has a broad familiarity with the regulated electrical utilities of Yukon and 
with their technical issues in particular.  John has had his own consulting business 
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(Leading Edge) since 2003 and has been an observer or an active participant in a number 
of Board proceedings since then.  Leading Edge has a renewable energy focus and 
provides services throughout Canada and, from time to time, outside Canada. 
 
Leading Edge (John Maissan) was granted intervenor status by the Board.  John Maissan 
participated in all aspects of the hearing process.  He reviewed YECL’s application, 
participated in YECL’s requests for interim refundable rates, prepared and submitted 
Interrogatory Requests on the Application, cross-examined YECL during the oral 
hearing, prepared and submitted Written Argument, and prepared and submitted Reply 
Argument. 
 
In the GRA proceeding Leading Edge represented the long term public interest with 
respect to electricity costs and the long term public interest in the reduction of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions.  Leading Edge brings to the fore a voice based on a broad 
knowledge of, expertise in, and familiarity with Yukon’s electricity sector that is 
independent of the electric utilities.  Leading Edge does not represent a particular interest 
group, and does not limit itself to specific points of view. 
 
In this YECL GRA, leading Edge addressed issues related to the following: the Fish Lake 
unit #1 hydro plant rebuild (including the purchase power cost, expected power 
generation, and need for the project), O&M expenses, adding the Future Removal and 
Site Restoration (FRSR) to depreciation, Return on Equity, equity thickness, LED street 
lights, the Watson Lake bi-fuel project, the AMR project, the Carcross generator, and the 
joint YECL Yukon Energy DSM plan and others. 
 
Leading Edge provided the Board with the perspectives of someone technically informed 
and experienced in Yukon’s electricity sector yet independent of the electric utilities.  
Such a perspective was not provided by any other intervenor. 
 
Again in this proceeding Leading Edge coordinated its efforts with the Yukon 
Conservation Society so as not to duplicate each other’s perspectives where they were 
aligned.  This included various aspects of the DSM plan and the Watson Lake bi-fuel 
project.  As per our normal practice, Leading Edge did not repeat cross examination by 
other intervenors who addressed subjects that covered issues of interest to Leading Edge. 
 
As the sole practitioner in Leading Edge, any time spent by John Maissan on this matter 
is time not available to other clients at his normal charge-out rate, so there is incentive to 
minimize this time.  Due to a number of other commitments within the same time period 
the time spent on this proceeding had to be strictly rationed. 
 
Given John Maissan’s more than 20 years experience working for Yukon Energy or in 
private practice in matters related to the electricity sector, the maximum allowed rate for 
an unrepresented intervenor of $100 per hour is well below the $270 per hour rate 
allowed for consultants, experts, or analysts with a similar amount of experience.  Legal 
council with one or more years of experience would also be more than double this rate.  
Proceeding transcripts were not necessary for Leading Edge’s timely preparation of Final 
Argument (and Reply Argument) in this proceeding as the Board made the transcripts 
available to the parties as well as on its web site very quickly.  All other office expenses 
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such as copying and telephone are absorbed within Leading Edge’s fees.  Attendance at 
the hearing attracted only a $50 per ½ day honorarium. 
 
Leading Edge acknowledges that the fees ultimately approved by the Board for its 
intervention is based on the Board’s judgment on the effectiveness of Leading Edge’s 
intervention and is entirely at the Board’s discretion. 
 
The effectiveness of Leading Edge’s participation in the proceeding is characterized by 
the clear and succinct communications with the Board, the IRs asked of YECL (and 
Yukon Energy with respect to the DSM plan), the cross examination of the panels, and 
the Final and Reply Arguments submitted.  Several important matters discussed by 
Leading Edge were either not addressed or addressed in a more limited manner by other 
intervenors, including: the purchase power cost related to Fish Lake unit #1 rebuild, 
labour FTEs and O&M expenses, LED street lighting, the AMR project, and the Carcross 
generator. 
 
Confirmation of the effectiveness of and relevancy to the issues of the participation can 
be found in Appendix A to Board Order 2014-06.  There are references to Leading 
Edge’s position on many key issues including Fish Lake unit #1, FTEs and O&M 
expenses, the FRSR issue, AMR, the DSM plan and a number of other issues.. 
 
Should the Board have any questions on this Participant cost award claim, I would be 
pleased to answer them. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
John Maissan 
 
C. YECL 2013-2015 GRA circulation list, by email 
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